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The term “‘prehistoric’ was first
used by my late friend Sir Daniel
Wilson in his *‘Prehistoric Annals
of Scotland,”’and was intended “'to
express the whole period disclosed
to us by archaeological evidences,
as distinguished from what s
known to us by written records,’
In alater work," Prehistoric Man,’
he explains that ‘““man may be
assumed to be prehistoric when-
ever his chroniclings of himsel
are undesigned and his history is
wholly recoverable by induction.”
The term has thus “no absolute
chronological significance,” but
may refer to very different times
in different localities. There are
mcedern as well as ancient prehis-
toric races. Those of whom we
have no other remains than their
bones or their works of art, or their
kitchen refuse are prehistoric,
while those which have left written
recorde of themselves are historic.
Viewed in this way, the people of
Britain are prehistoric until the
time of Julius Casar, who first
gave them a distinct historical ex-
istence, The people of America,
with perhaps the exception of the
Mayas, ot Yucatan, are prehistoric
until the time ot Christopher Col-
umbus, and those of the Polynes'an
and Australian islands until the
voyages ot Cook and his contem-
poraries. There are people in in-
tersor Africa who areeyen yet pass-
ing from the prehistoric to the his
toric stage.

On the other hand, we find the
nations of Waestern Asia and
around the b 1 of the Mediterra-
1ean possessing bistoric records
which extend to threc thousand
years belore the Christian era, or
pc’lhagh farther and the Hebres
and Chaldean histories take us

back to an antediluvian age, <OV-
ering at lcast two thousend years
tarther back, and reaching to the
origin of ma=." It is no doubt the
habkit vi many with many modern
historians tacitly to ignore these
oldcst histories as legendary or
mythic; but this seems scarcely
justifiable in the present state of
knowledge. We can trace several
lines of testimony, apparently in-
dependent, back to this hoar an
tiquity, and can reasonably assign
to them no other origin than a
foundation in fact,

We confine ourselves to the act-
wal remains of men who had
neither the means nor the intention
to tell us their own story or that
of their fellows, but have wmerely
leit the relics of themselves and
their possessions to inform us of
their existence an Re-
mains of such unstoried men ex-
15t in many parts of Western Eu-

actions,

rope, more especially in France,
Belgium, Germany and Northern
Italy, as well as in Britain; and
have there been studied under

the most favorable circumstances,
while the osseous relics and works
of art which have been disinterred
are collected In great museums,
like that in the old patace of St
Germain, near Paris, and the Royal
Museum, at Brussels,

Most archazologists divide the
prehistoric stone age, that is the
early Anthropic Period, as distin-
guished from the geological peri-
ods before the appearance of man,
into two leading portions, the Pal-
@olithic,or that of chipped stone
implements and weapons, and the
Neolithic,or that of polished stone.
The distinction is, in point of fact,
good, but terms denoting it are
objectionable, as referring to acci-
dents of locality and convenience
rather than to chronological per-
1ods. The question of chipped or
polished stone is often that ot avail-
able material, and we know that
for certain purposes the roughest
chipped stones have been used in
very recent times, by peo' les well
acquainted with the manufacture
of polished or otherwise highly

periected implements and weap-
ons. - L . el
The limestone cliffs on the

banks of the Vezere are often hol
lowed into caves or undercut by
the weather and the waters so as
to torm rock shelters, which a little
addition of wattle or brush in tront
would make into tolerable habita-

tions, These caves and shelters
seem to have been a tavorable
abode of the primitive people

(Palaocosmic men), and to have
been somewhat populous; and this
for a long time, reaching through
several subordinate stages. These
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marked bones and sticks used by
the Haida Indians of Western
America in playing certain games.
* * * From an artistic point of
view, the most interesting produc-
tions of the primitive artists of
Southern France were their repre-
sentations of animals, which show

muzh accurate observation and
manual dexterity, as well asimag-
ination and adaptation in the atti
tudes of the animals.

PORTRAIT STATUES IN EGYPT AND
AMERICA.—It 15 a sirgular fact,
says the Awmerican Antiqguarian,
that from the earliest time there
were portraits which accurately
1epresent the torms and faces of
individuals. Some of them were
kings, others noblemep and a few
private persons, An unknown man
of the fourth dynasty wrought out
of a block of wood has been pre-
served. From this we learn the
dress, the form and the face ot the
men who lived in that time, 2000
B. c. The dress was a simple tunic
with a cord about the waist, a rude
sword suspended ifrom the cord,
and a knotted stafi is held in the
left hand, All of it is very plain
and simple, just as we would ex-
pect to see at this time Later on
there are the portraits of the Hyk-
sos kings. These have been des-
cribed by Dre. A, H, Savece. They
are in great contrast to the statues
just mentioned. They represent
long, lank, lean faces, just suqll
faces as we would expect to see in
the Turanian or Mongolian races,
with a long lock of hair falling
on the shoulder, resembling the
pigtail of the Chinese, but more
resembling the scalp locks of the
American Indians Still later there
appears another set of portraits
They seem to belong to a superijer
race, and yet one which was allied
orakinto the ﬁrsr race that rt?i_,:ll(}d
during the first tour dynasties, who
were the pyramid builders but not
the builders of the temples. The
portraits of the Pharaohs are also
given in most b oks on Egypt-l-
ogy. Among them the most in-
teresting was that of Rameses 11,
These were tall and stately kings,
but tVey Jalso show something of
the royal air. Later on we find as
great a changein theportraits aswe
do in costumes and in the art and
agriculture of Egypt. The faces
now resemble the Babylonian and
Assyrian kings, as they have heavy
beards and f{full taces, and wear
crowns or turbans. Tne hair falls
in heavy tolils below the crown,
They seem to be well red and are
very complacent, and are in con-
trast to the warrior Kkings such as
Rameses and others, The age of
Ptolemy brought i more luxury

and ease, which are exhibited in
the portraits as much as in the
surroundings ol the kln‘zri. A'l

the way thruu,;h the his ory of

Egypt there was a line 1 nobility,
notwith-tanding the changes and
revolutions which occurred, There
was eyidently a progress in civiliz-

ation, and this progress had much
effect upon individuals, as upon the
entire race, and marked its lines in
their faces and forms as much as it
did in their dress and equipage. It
is very interesting to trace this
progress and study the history of
Egypt ind the East in the lieht of
the portraits which have been pre-
served. What shall we say about
the early American history, that
which preceded the advent of the
white men and the date of the dis-
covery? Can we learn anything
from the portraits which had been
preserved in the land? We have
in the preceding numbers spoken
of the portrait columns at Uxmal
Palenque, in Central America, and
have maintained that they were
the portraits of kings and queens.
Some have thought differently, for
they have held that they represent
the divinities and culture, heroes
and mere imaginary figures. A
few, such as M. LLe Plongeon, have
held that they were portraits which
resembled LEgyptian faces, and
have imagined from this tact and
others a connection between
Lgypt and America in prehistoric
times. A close study of the por-
trait columns will reveal the error,
for there is no resemblance what-
ever, There is, however, a lesson
to be learned. These portraits are
in great contrast to the pictures of
the North American Indians, ot
which Blackhawk was a specimen.
They must have belonged to differ-
ent races, and represent a difterent
line of descent.
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large stature, and with long heads
and well deveioped brain. They
probably went naked in summer,
but must have worn clothing of
skins in winter, using apparently

bearing date 1540. The man tried
to read it, but threw up the at-
tempt, apparently in disgust, and
the volume was relegated to the
cupboard, A friend of his hap-
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they were also artists of some skill,
and more especially were in the
habit of ornamenting their ‘“‘poga-
mogons”’ or skull-crackers with
figures of animals, and of carving
such figures on handles of pierc-
ers and snther instruments, and on
siroothed plates of bone or ivory.
It is these carvings :nd
on bone and ivory that
their best claim to

tracings
constitute
intentional

the man known what he was about
he would have stood out for more
money, as the authorities would
have paid almost any price rather
than allow the volume to slip
through their hngers. It was, in
tact, the first book printed by Gut-
enberg, and was tberefore almost
priceless.
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